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of this Radical drama. I have not read all of B.'s speech,
but, from the examination given it, I do not think it great,
and his friends seem disappointed. The subject is post-
poned until Monday, and the Court has agreed to come to
a vote on Tuesday. If the Senators regard their oaths,
and act as judicial officers and statesmen, there will be an
acquittal; if partisan action controls all the Radical Sena-
tors, or most of them, conviction is likely. The movement
has been a partisan one from its inception,

Judge Harris, late New York Senator, called on me, and,
discussing the great topic, tells me he had a long conver-
sation with a prominent Radical Senator, a religious, con-
scientious man, who said to him there was nothing against
the President which could be called a crime or misdemeanor,
but the President was a troublesome man, was an impedi-
ment, and he thought the majority would be justified in
availing themselves of a technical advantage in getting
rid of him. Although Judge Harris called no names, I
inferred from his remarks that Frelinghuysen was the
Senator who made these discreditable remarks.

May 8, Friday' The Retrenchment Committee, of which
Senator Edmunds is chairman, held a session at the De-
partment this morning to inquire into the sale of the iron-
clads Oneota and Catawba, under a resolution of E. B.
Washburne, directing inquiry into the "alleged fraudulent
sale." I had directed copies of all the papers to be prepared
so that there need be no delay. The Committee chose to
examine me orally, also Faxon and Lenthall. Not ex-
pecting to be called, I had not given the subject any close
attention, but was willing the Committee should know
every item of the transaction, satisfied there had been no
fraud, but that Congress by its injudicious management had
hurt this sale and probably prevented others. There was
supercilious arrogance and great ignorance displayed by
some of the gentlemen of the Committee, as well as the
general disposition of this Congress to usurp executive and.,